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PREFACE 


John Dowland’s First Booke of Songes or Ayres of 1597 not only marks the 
beginning of the brief but brilliant flowering of the English lute ayre, but, together 
with his three subsequent song books and the three items he contributed to his son 
Robert’s A Musicall Banquet, constitutes the highest point of achievement in this 
genre. The present selection of 50 songs, made by E. H. Fellowes in 1925 and revised 
by David Scott in 1970, includes over half of Dowland’s output and permits an 
appreciation of the extraordinary range of emotion and technique to be found in his 
ayres. 


The pattern for all four books is set in The First Booke, in which love songs are 
found side-by-side with songs in a more serious, ‘metaphysical’ vein. Dowland’s love 
songs rarely fall into the type common in the song books of his contemporaries, in 
which the amours of semi-mythological nymphs and shepherds are treated with an 
urbane sensuality or with a gentle melancholy. He is concerned, rather, with 
musically underlining the paradoxes or conceits suggested to the poet by his being in 
love. ‘Tell me, true love’ from A Pilgrimes Solace would seem to suggest that to 
Dowland real love was of the spiritualised sort derived from Plato’s Symposium. 


The following books show the influence of foreign musical developments, 
especially in Italian music. Madrigalian chromaticisms and other expressive effects 
make their appearance, and the pavane and galliard forms used in The First Booke 
give way to through-composed settings. A new, heady melancholy can be felt, too, in 
the more serious songs. ‘Flow my tears’ and ‘Sorrow, stay’ from The Seconde Booke 
and ‘In darkness let me dwell from A Musicall Banquet, almost obsessive in their 
sense of grief over man’s fallen state, are linked by recurring poetic images, often 
indebted to Hermetic Philosophy. Even so, love songs are not lacking, and there are 
several items which afford interesting personal insights. ‘Far from triumphing court’ 
(A Musicall Banquet) pays tribute to Sir Henry Lee, for a long time Queen Elizabeth’s 
champion, and ‘It was a time when silly bees’ (The Thirde Booke) is a wry comment 
both on the ill-treatment of Robert, Earl of Essex by the Queen and on Dowland’s 
continuing failure to receive a court appointment. 


This selection includes a literal transcription of the original lute tablature and is 
thus suitable for performance bya keyboard instrument. The tablature will be found 
in the complete edition of Dowland’s ayres published by Stainer and Bell in 
the first series of The English Lute-Songs, while the four-voice versions of 65 of the 
songs are available in Musica Britannica V1. 


London JAMES ERBER 
Summer 1980 


SHALL I SUE? 


Rather slow, and smoothly 


Shall I 
Sil ly, wretch, - sake these dreams 
Jus tice gives each man his own, 
E 
_—=S 
cresc. 
Shall 1 strive to a 
O be - think what 
Yet will not she 


cresc. 


an 
gard Ho - ly hopes do 
i There - fore j 
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Shall I think that a bleed - ANS, heart 
Fa -  vour is as fair as things are, 


2S |S a eS 
| é | 
~ 
Sasi — 
Sa ee | ee 
cresc. 
) P 
ee 
Tey 
| Ly 
Or a wound - ed eye, Or a sigh can as - 
Trea - sure is not bought, Fa - vour is not 
Pe - rish in des - pair, Wit - ness yet how 


BN bet .G [— 
Sa gaa 5 : 
P 
cresc. 
FSS ee ee z =a 
—, Pe | ————— 
SS = eZ SS 
cy—h P 
oe ae ———_—— ee 
[SS == Seen eee + — o BI 
—— =< 4 


won with words; Nor the wish of a thought. 


CLEAR OR CLOUDY 


Moderate speed 


dim. 
VOICE F 2 3 ° c c =i 
or cloud - y> sweet as Ap - ril show’r - ing, 
like June, when earth andtrees be me - sy 
mer eee ee that breath - eth life and 


a 


eS Se 


Smooth or frown -_ ing, so is herface tome. Pleas’d or smil - ing, 
In best at - tire of complete beau - ty’sheight. Her love a - gain like 
In weeds as in - to healing herbs and flow’rs, Andsees of ser - vice 


= 
———— 


J 


2 ———————————S wy * 

a — oe . = 
Like mild May ail flow’r - ing, When skies blue silk, and mea - dows__ 
Sum - mer’s days be - dim - med With lit - tle clouds of doubt - ful 
di - vers sorts in sOW - ing, Some hap - ly _ seem - ing, and some__ 


ye 

S aie = 
a = 
CX + 4 iS : 
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be, Her speech - notes of that____ night - 
faith. Her trust, her doubt, like rain and 
yours, Rain on your herbs and flow - ’rs__ that 


. IRS cresc. . 
-bird that sing - eth, Who thoughtall_________ sweet, yet jar - ring 
Deatineerskics=———————— Gen - tly thun - d’ring, she light - ning 
BYU LV a SCKV G5 ee And let yours eS weeds lack dew, and 


motes out — ring - eth. Her eth 
to. mine eyes. Her eyes 
du - ly starve. Rain starve 


TIME STANDS STILL 


Rather slow 


VOICE a | : te 2 ——— b = es ={ 


stands still with gaz - ing on her__— 
For-tune, Love 


face, Stand _ still gaze, mi - nutes, hours— and 
her, Her with my for - tunes, love, and—— time I 


years, to give place. - ther things shall change, 
ho - nour i a - lone. blood - less En 
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hea - venschan’- - ged 
ty re - plies that 


their___ course, and Time hath__._lost_ his 
faith - ful 


have 
En - vy — _ knows here ye) eselfi his 


ae SS eS 


- piddothho - ver up and__ down blind - ed with eyes. 
settled vows and spot - less__ faith no for - tune can re  - move, 


My 


— 


cresc. 
—U— pe 


[ 4 1 

a o a cy a o> =H] 

a ee es 5 ee ee eee = = zt 
And Fortune, cap - tive at her__ feet, con- temned and _______ con -  quer’d lies. 
Cou- rage shallshow my in - ward_ faith,and faith shall ________ try my love. 

Sa el 

=e 

2. Ss 

07 ee a 

| 

ae er eee): 


ME, ME, AND NONE BUT ME 


Very moderate speed 


00) (6 a ae ee oe ae en ee ee eee — 
Mia a Ee => S43 
Me, me andnone _ but me, dart home, ( Q ee wera en gen - teas 
Like to the sil - verswan, be - fore 17) cath —— 
anf, D Wee SS ee ry 
y. — 3 SSeS — 
i = ,— rg aia omens 


Andquickly,for I draw too long 
Andyeta-live my fa - tal 


to ring. 


O howlIlong till I may fly toheavena-bove, Un - to my_— 


Still I de-sire fromearth and earth-ly joys to fly, He ne -ver. 


a 


7. = 
ae OEE, [a 

esa H pS. 
ae 


faith - ful, un - to my—— faith - ful and be -lov-ed tur - tle - dove. 
hap - py _liv’d, hap - py liv’dthatcannot love 
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SAY LOVE IF EVER THOU DIDST FIND 


In quick time 


VOICE SSS 6S SS SS SS 
€y = .cVier thou didst find, A 
faery. poi -  son’d dart At 

yield thy shafts and bow, That 


ee ee oe —— as 
L | 


ee = 


wo - man with a con - stant mind? None but one. 

no time touch her spot - less heart, Nor come near? 

can com - mand Ae oe fect - tions so: Love is free: 
f) 
2 a: [SSeS 
oe j r tes Sed 
mss", SS ee ee A a —$—— 

P 


f) 

aD AB a | 

y=" | 4 SS ee 

fs —— ee 
And what _— should that rare mir - ror be, Some 
She is not sub - ject to Love’s bow, Her 
So are her thoughts that van - quish thee, There 

——— 


tA 
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god -  dess some queen she? She, she, 
eye com - ES her heart Lah No, No, no, 
is no Queen of love but she, She, she, 
f) 
a — ———— 
masse = —— 


os 
UU 


cy 1 
7 am = a i 
AG) aeeeee See Sl Saeeee = Ss = S| 
she, She ony =) ly: Queen of love and beau - ty. 
no, One No an = o -_ ther still doth fol - low. 


she, She Onna aly; Queen of love and beau - ty. 


FLOW NOT SO FAST, YE FOUNTAINS 


Slow poco crese. 
ie : : 

vorce SSS SSS SSS 
Flow not so fast, ye foun - tains, What need - eth ab} this haste? 
Weepthey a- pace, whom Rea = son Or lin - g’ringTime can ease: 
Time can a- bate the ter - ror Of ev - "ry com -  monpain, 


ae dim. 
Swell not a- bove your moun tains, Nor spend your time in waste, 
My  sor-row can no sea - son Nor aught be - sides ap- pease, 
But commongrief is er - ror, True grief will _ still re - main, 


— =. SSS SSS 


tle springs, fresh - ly your sal tears 
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WHAT IF I NEVER SPEED? 


Moderate speed 


What if I ne - ver _ speed? Shall I straight yield to de -_— spair, And 
Oft have I dream’d of joy, ete el ne-ver felt the== sweet, But, 


on 
ed i : - griefs each 


oan a et 


Or shall I change my love? Bor vf find pow’r - to de > part, And 
have_I eft my hope As a wretch by fate - lorn, But 


cresc. 


I can com - mand my heart. 
And— lost, will still re - turn. 
3 a 


ss == 
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But if she will pi-ty my de- sire and my love Ten = rquites Then 
He that once loves with a true de - sire e - ver Cal deme art, For 


ae oe ga pe 


my dea - eis 
of 


3 E = 
— ae = = 
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BY A FOUNTAIN WHERE I LAY 


Moderate speed 


VOICE —— = == fe — = 
a foun - tain where I lay, 
with gar - lands all ad - dress’d, Was ne - ver nymph 
Then I forth- with took my pipe, Whichi sss allistair 


eed 
the 


== that day, By glimm’ring of 

= more fair ly bless’d, Bless - ed in the high’st de - 

a= and. = clean did wipe, And up - on a heav’n -ly 
SS a 5 a a tr 
ims = a9 | Capes marre ee ay ——_-o\ —__ a ——_—_ ss 


or SSS eS ra 
2D) REY (SN HE 5 | < oe SSS —— 


ee! I 
=a Ba SS eee 2 Se Se eae Se 
as | Ba 


| t>—| + 
Ee SS Se 2 
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When I might see a - lone My love’s tue fair -_ est 
Came to tain near With such a smil - ing 
Play - ed =i de: == lay, Wel - come, fair Queen of 


A cresc. 
[fe gy 
aa = — 
one, Love’sdear light, Love’s clear sight, No world’seyes can clear-er see, 
cheer. Such a face, Such a __ grace, Hap- py, hap-py eyes that see 
May, Sing,sweet air, Wel -come fair, Wel-come be the _ shep-herd’s Queen, 


ee SS = 
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O WHAT HATH OVERWROUGHT 


In quick time 


VOICE 


what 
day 


hath o  - ver - wrought My all 


Or where - to am I brought That thus in vain have 
grief doth still aps) peat To cross our mer - ry 


sought Till Time and Truth hath taught, I 
cheer, While I can no - thing hear, But 


W) 
MY 
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hold, The sun will shine warm, Therefore now fear no 


Pp repeat f? 


bless - ed beams Where beau - streams 


3 repeat = or 
—_ E aa 


—" D I 
r= = a = 
MSY, 


Hap - py hap - py light to love’s dreams. 


= 

———= = : = 3 
=f S 

| 


20 


FAREWELL UNKIND 


Moderate speed 


VOICE 


kind fare 
vain de 


{) * 
ji EAL ELIE TIEN * =a 
fa - _ ther, Since _ my heart, my heart holds my love most 
beau - ty, Makes my mind to live though my means do 
f) = ee 
= RO SRS , RET (ARN) () BSE eee eg 
Se ee SS 


a = a ee ee Se Se 
i 2 SS +: ‘4 SET FR 
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cy—_+—~ . 
Be) Sa Saas SS] _ Ee SS ——e eS SS = SS 
- o - ther’shand must ga - ther, Though mv heart, my heart 
I for - get my du - ty: Love not in the blood 


il 


. : \\ 
—————— = fe SESS SS AS 
Gar SS Se a es ~ 

2 ee as HI ” —— 
Sana —T 1 a ”, 
Denne 


2 eS SS SS SSeS SS 7 = 
26 ans Sees eae ae oid 2 nners Ss a ae 
still lies bu - ried there. 
- ll, the 
but in the spirit doth lie. Then fate = ve ae 
Se a ae i a ee eT al 7 aes PS Cea 
SSS aeE f Ht = SS SS 
A). aa a - a aT = 1 Sr oy er aS 
TS if | 
ers AS SEE er 
2. aS (ae a ee BEL 1 
ae reer —— t =F 
SSS Se r) 1 I 
a : —— 


fare - well, 


WEEP YOU NO MORE, SAD FOUNTAINS 


sr Slow Pp 
Se ————— a ee 
Weep. == ee you no more, sad foun - tains, What 
Sleep = isa re) - scone =) S Cill wasn ing, A 


poco cresc. 
= = 
flow so fast? | reo) (eee ae eee how the snow - y 


Peace be not the sun 


A m dim. 
———— ° : 
& Sa SS = OT 
= = o Sd 
moun - tains, Heav’n’s sun doth gen - tly waste. 
smil - ing, When fair at e’en he _ sets. 
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™ 
f) 
A | = 55S SS = 
1S don ee I = a. 
SS) —_ a [| er 
But my SU ——— heav’n - ly eyes 
Rest you then, rest, sad eyes, 


not your weep 
not in 


now lies sleep - ing, that now lies sleep -_ ing, Soft 
she lies sleep - ing, while she lies sleep - ing, Soft 


24 


IT WAS A TIME WHEN SILLY BEES 


Words ascribed to Robert, Earl of Essex. 
Moderate speed 


wid 
I 


voce = Se 
t was a Time when sil - ly bees could speak, 
Then thus I buzz’d when Thyme no sap would give, 


‘My liege, gods grant thy Time ma nev - er end, 


And in that Time I was a sil - ly bee, 


Why should _ this bless - - ed Thyme to me be dry 
yet vouch - safe ai 


til my heart 


la - zy drone doth live, 
less flies c found to have a friend, 
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wa es 
Re) ee L Es 
nev - er =. found the Time would fa vour me. 
wasp, the worm, the gnat, the but - ter - fly. 
I cast down when a to mies do climb 


™, 
(He ee é 
a — —— — Bel ral Oo 5 
04. SS a ee Be Be [Sy yeti (ee el 
NSS | 2a ees Ree Be a vy Seat 
Of all the swarm I on - ly did not thrive, 
Ma - ted with _ grief, I kneel - ed on my knees, 
The King re - plied but thus, “Peace, peev - - eeish sabee, 
oe: 
————— 
es | 2 —_ 
| lA 
— eT) 


V4 
it 
yy 


Yet brought and ho to the hive 
And thus com-plain’d_______—un - to the King of bees 
Thou’rt bound to serve the Time, the Thyme not thee’. 
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THE LOWEST TREES HAVE TOPS 


Words ascribed to Sir Edward Dyer. 


Moderate speed 


™ 
7 mae: = 
SEs! as = 
VOICE k@ = = ee ee eee ce 
The low - est trees have tops, the = ant her 
Where wa - ters smooth-est run, deep are the 


spleen, the 
stirs, yet 


lit - tle spark 


none per - cieves 


slen - der 
firm - est 


hairs 
faith 


small, 


words, 
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Yai 


They 


springs, 
speak 


low 
to 


cresc, 
Se SESS Se eee 


shal 
tongues 


have 
no 


so 
ears, 


d 


U 
0 
SSS SS 

source, an 
eyes and 


have their 
hearts have 


de, 
ca 
NSS eT 
Seas 
True 
= 3 
ee 
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DISDAIN ME STILL 


Words ascribed to the Earl of Pembroke. 
Very moderate speed 


es 
ee 


Dis- dain me still, that I may ev - er _ love, 
As heat to life, 


For who his love enjoys Canin slovermmr cal love no 
And these once quench dsbothilife == love are gone, are 


once, past) “with: case: == mene comes wards 
gone. Let not ________ my sighs nor _ tears th vir - tue 
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p cresc. 
A though thou frown, Pil say thou 
ate at my woes al - though I 


[ 
it 
t 


art most fair, MOSt 22 es ee fair: And 
CV mel mourn, ev - - - - er mourn. Love 


ED 
i Sa, 
a 
——— 
DE EE 
P 2 . 
Fi SS Saas _ 2 eae 
——te —— 
love, and still | Sa | [pe ear ae love, I'll love 
Love === sur - feits)<- == = with re - wards, 


though still, though still 
his nurse is scorn, 


30 


SWEET, STAY AWHILE 


Words ascribed to John Donne. 
Slow 


—_ 
rise? The light you see comes from YOur=—s5 Leyes: 
breast, Far sweet - er than the Phoem = nix: nest. 
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= SSS SSS 


heart, To think that you and must part. 
charms With - in this cir - cle i thine arms: 


stay, or else joys, my joys, my joys must die, 
let, and let thy bliss - ful, bliss - ful kiss - es che- rish 


P 
@ = 
SS ee eae Pa sy ————— 
es ——— 6 ee 2 SES 
And pe - rish in their in - fan - cy. 
Mine in - fant joys, that else Ts pe-rish. 
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LOVE THOSE BEAMS 


Very moderate speed 


—— 
ee ee those beams that breed, 
Vl fo) to the woods, 
Se th must i 


day long Breed and feed this burn ; ing: 
a - lone, Make my moan, O cru - el: 
To Might and spite press 


quench with floods, of tears, 
am de - ceiv’d be - reav’d 
see my wrongs, 
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Se 


ing. But a - las tears 
el. O but in the 
Come ate wlasts be 


——— — 


cool this fire in vain, in vain, The more I quench, the 
woods, though Love be blind, be blind, He hath his spies, he 
friend - ly, Love, to me, to me, And let me not, and 


7 | inna cige cam ee pene 
Z == 


4 
an 


quench, there —_—_ doth re - main. 
spies, my se - cret ___ haunts to find. 
not en - dure Wag am - Se) EuELYs 


34 


SHALL I STRIVE WITH WORDS TO MOVE 


Moderate speed 


era 


I strive with words move, When deeds  re-ceivenot due re 
Grief, a - las, though all in vain, Her rest - less an - guish must re 


oe 
Soe a Se SS 


, and nei - therplease, Nor be free - ly 
my wound shall know, Though she will not —_ heal. 


tience prov - ing. 
her trown 
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make her 
. 
ee 
Saas 
ear 


but 
tion 


make, 


ze 


Could but 
My af fec 
SS Se Se Ss 6 SS eee ee eee eee 
mire 


. N Ss 
RY 
ae | 
lll = 
BS fs 
io) 
I ill g 
3 
2 
vo 
ull! 2 ll MH 
° 
ra 


, 

a | 

sd 
and 


[aa 
Te, 
f=] 
a 

° 


————— eet 
——— 
lov’d her 


eo 
= 
I 


that Time’s 
— sweet Love, 


—————— 
Joy, 
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WERE EVERY THOUGHT AN EYE 


Brightly in moderate time 


—— 


And all those eyes could 
They make no out - ward 


Were ev - e-ry thought an eye, 
Her fires do in - ward burn, 


S6Ch eee Her sub = tle wile their sights would be - guile, And’ == 

show, And her de - lights a - mid the dark shades, Which — 
ES eee ee Ge ee 
SSeS Ss ——— 


7. aa iS Ss a | 2.2 ee 
mNGy, Sp, Sas | —— te 
mock their jea lou - sy De - sire lives Inve cremheart .=aaenenae Di - 
none dis - co - ver grow. The flow’rs growth is un - seen, Yet 
aS SS ae SSS SS 
te fe = 
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[eee ee a= 


na in DChaem Cy CS: = ee ee ’Twere vain to wish wo - men 
So 1 


where 


a 
Saves i) nid 
—s : = = at f 
LZ Bi ~ < eit — 
true "tis well If the rove wise 
¢ : : . P Such a love —— de - serves= 
set it thrives, But how none knows. 
t) ae S| 
DS) 25) ees eS SS eee ES ees eS ad 
cer eer See ee eee ere 
DS. pee Ee Saat Sy p2=¥y S| a P=] 
Se sea aieie iS 
> oF 
oe {4 — == a 
le eS CC [I 2 
So eee 
tpt) Fy 
Lees — PbS 4] H is 
Hees 22 Sees : ; 
_ more grace, Thana tru - er heart that hath no con-ceit, To make use both of time and 
f) as ee ELE ES EE TSS. 
SS a) ae ee ee ee Ee eee Sar = oI 
a ——- ie] 
——————— aes = 


DL Acc ee ene VW crigaa wit hath need ___________._ off all __his sleight. 
_—s = : 
ta? pe or : 
iN) eee oh eee eT 
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TELL ME, TRUE LOVE 


Rather slow 


thy 


I seek 
- rich’d with 


where shall 


me true Love 


Tell 


re 


Love’s 


en 


fair-est mind 


ak 
bus 


Hus 


stead __ of weeds 


aa 


2 


= 
—— 


or 


Love’s fruits, 
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on earth, 


wo - men’sminds par-tak - __ ing? 


vest you in - crease of all. 


ol = 
A ie 3 
HAs Te 
2 = a 
Thou canstnot die, And there-fore, liv : ing, therefore, liv - ing, 
oa hap-py Love, More hap - py, hap DY: hap - py man that 
Ee 
2 aS a a 
pa a aa ar 
| i~e= se tz 
{2 ral 
2 im 7 = 


Where is thy seat, is thy seat? thy 
finds __ thee, Most hap : py Saint, hap-py Saint, hap-py 


seat, why, Wily == OoOthithisy=— eave ex - pel thee? 

Saint, that, that ___+ keeps, re - stores, un - binds thee. 
a ES = Tl 
[ae be — = =H — 
INS a 8 J S 7 g mrce 1 

—e <> © ig Sa LF {x # 

s Fr 
H 
oI 
1 


= ————— as = 
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IF THAT A SINNER’S SIGHS 


Rather slow p 
_ E = 2 


-cept, O Lord, in this most pen- sive 
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sighs and dole - ful 


plaints 


42 


WHERE SIN SORE WOUNDING 


cresc. 


Bs Ei —— a—H ———— a = 
-press me, There grace a - bound - ing, grace a-bound - ing 
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MY HEART AND TONGUE WERE TWINS 


Very moderate speed 


heart and tongue were tWinls == At ONCE Es CONN som CClVGl a= ed, 
Both knit in one and Yet an age SUN eK pla - ced: 
found, and on - ly found in gods and kings, 


: Pp 
Th’eld - est was my heart, born dumb b Des} = ti = ny, cibe== last my 
What —— heart would speak the tongue dot still dis -cov - er. What_ tongue doth 
Whose words are decd but words nor deeds re - gard- ed. Chaste-thoughts do 


Au mf 
=F Ny == SZ 
A f K 5 = 
a —ae = = ae af 
tongue, of all sweet thoughts be- reav - ed: Yet strung and tun’d to play_ 
speak is of the heart em - bra - ced, And both are one to make- 
mount and fly with swift - est wings, —_ My love with pain, my pain_— 
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FAR FROM TRIUMPHING COURT 


Words ascribed to Sir Henry Lee. 


Very moderate speed 


and wont 


fre-quent 


He dwelt in 


time sto - ry, 


his __ pas 


he made 


pris’ner now 


Time’s 
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LADY, IF YOU 


Moderate speed 


SO SPITE ME 


oe Pr we __ 

Bion a 4. t 7S ae SSS SS Se) ES Gee 

QS) AE eS SS SS iJ pe ff 
La dy if you so spite me, so me, 
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ed, May break, 
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and 


me, sweet, 


ae 
on 
come kiss 


me, sweet, 


come kiss 


me, sweet, 


kiss 


Come 
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kill me 
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IN DARKNESS LET ME DWELL 


Slow 


dwell, The ground, the ground shall 


be. The -rook]—— de = 


sor - row, sor - row 
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liv - ing, liv-ing, die. Till death, till death do come, 


Till death, till death do come, till death, 
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